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against Ariovistus, succeeded in forcing an engagement, and scattered the Suevi, who retired behind the Rhine.
The advance of the Roman legions alarmed the Belgse, who gathered a vast host. But when Caesar pushed north, the Southern Belgae joined him. In a very short time one tribe after another had come in, and practically all the east of Gaul had acknowledged the Roman suzerainty, for the Belgic tribes occupied virtually the whole of the country between the Rhine, the Seine, and the sea.
There can be no doubt that Csesar intended a Roman supremacy to be recognized over the west of Gaul also, and the Western Gauls woke up to the fact. In the winter of 57-56 the western tribes were rising in arms; and the Veneti, clans dwelling about the mouth of the Loire, seized and imprisoned a Roman envoy. Caesar, on his return from a visit to Cisalpine Gaul, detached Labienus to keep order among the Belgse, Publius Crassus to keep the southwest in check, a third force to contain the northwestern tribes, and himself fell upon the Veneti. The northwestern tribes submitted, and Crassus subdued practically all the southwest. In a little over three years the whole of Gaul from the Rhine to the Pyrenees had been brought under the Roman suzerainty. At the beginning of the next year the Eastern Gauls were again negotiating with the Germans beyond the Rhine, who were crossing into what Caesar now claimed as Roman territory. Caesar attacked the invaders, cut them to pieces, and made a military demonstration for the first time on the east of the Rhine, which from this time was virtually the boundary of the Roman Empire.
Then he turned his attention to the Celtic peoples across the Channel who had been giving some help to their kinsfolk. He crossed from Boulogne with a couple of legions to see how the land lay, returned to Gaul for the winter, and in the spring of the next year, 54, conducted a larger expedition, when he more or less subjugated the southeastern corner of the island. But the conquest of Britain was not an undertaking to which the eminently practical Roman was prepared to commit himself until the control of Gaul was much more thoroughly organized than was yet the case. The tribes were restive, insurrections were breaking out among the Eastern and Northern Belgse, and in the summer Csesar withdrew his legions from Britain in order to suppress them. The insurgents were duly suppressed, but the unrest was extending westward, and the business of pacification occupied Csesar through the greater part of the next year, at the end of which he returned to Cisalpine GauL
His departure was followed by a much more formidable insurrection of the whole of the tribes in Central Gaul west of the Cevennes, between the Seine on the north and the Garonne on the south, beaded by the extremely able chief whom the Romans called Vercingetorix, A tremendous battle was fought, in which the Gauls made repeated